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(57) Abstract 

A baby changing mat (1) has releasable restraining straps (7, 8) for holding a baby down on the mat (1) and a trans- 
verse stabilising member (6), to which the straps (7, 8) may be anchored, for preventing a baby held by the restraining 
straps (7, 8) from rolling the mat (1) or itself over sideways. Extra padding (2A) may be provided for the baby's head. 
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"Baby Changing Mat" 
The present invention relates to a baby changing mat 
upon which a baby can be placed when being changed. 

Known baby changing mats typically comprise a 
rectangular padded mat providing a central working 
5 area which is surrounded on three sides by a 
padded sill. The mat is generally formed by a 
flexible plastics material m casing filled with a 
flexible foamed plastics material acting as padding. 
Due to this construction , the mat has little rigidity 
10 but provides a comfortable, easily cleaned, working 

surface upon which a baby can be laid while being changed. 

Of course, a lively baby will not lie meekly on 
the mat while being changed but will wriggle and 
twist about. As a result, the person changing the • 
15 baby generally has to use one hand at least inter- 
mittently to restrain the baby. Indeed, unless 
continually restrained, the baby is quite likely to 
roll off the mat which could possibly result in injury. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
20 a baby changing mat which overcomes the diffculties, 
. outlined above, that are experienced with known mats. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a baby changing mat having releasable 
restraining means which in use of the mat serve 
25 to hold the upper part of a baby down upon the mat, 
and transverse stabilising means substantially 
preventing a baby held by said restraining means 
from rolling the mat or itself over sideways. The 
restraining means also helps to prevent the baby 
30 sitting up while it is being changed. 

A mat of this form enables a baby to be firmly and 
safely kept in position while being changed, there 
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being substantially no risk of the baby wriggling or rolling 
off the mat or tipping the mat over sideways; in 
addition, the person changing the baby can freely 
use both hands. 

In one embodiment, the restraining means are 
constituted by two straps arranged to pass up around 
the chest of the baby and to be fastened together by 
releasable fastening means, for example, constituted 
by a press stud or studs or cooperating parts of a touch and 
close fastener. A suitable form of touch and close fastener is 
one formed by cooperating "Velcro" (Registered 
Trade Mark) strips, a buckle may alternatively 'be used. 

In another embodiment the restraining means is 
constituted by a harness releasably coupled to the 
15 mat. With this arrangement the harness can be 
placed on a baby prior to laying the latter on 
the mat. Preferably, the harness is releasably 
coupled to the mat by means of clips arranged to 
cooperate with anchorages attached to the mat. 

20 The transverse stabilising means will generally be 
constituted by means serving to render the mat 
substantially rigid transversely, at least over part of its 
longitudinal extent; the transverse stabilising 
. maans are thus typically constituted by a substantially rigid 
25 transverse member which extends over substantially 

the whole width of the mat and over part or all of the 
length of the mat, the baby being protected from 
the said member by padding. Advantageously, where 
the restraining means are constituted by straps, 
30 the latter are directly or indirectly secured to' 
the said transverse member. 
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The restraining means and stabilising means can be 
provided as an integral part of the mat structure 
or else as separate items which can be bought as 
accessories to a basic mat. Thus where the 
5 restraining and stabilising means are jointly 

constituted by a substantially rigid member carrying a pair of 
straps, then either the said member can be 
incorporated within the mat with the straps extending 
up through the mat working surface , or both the 
10 rigid member and the straps can be provided as an 
accessory with the said member , in use, being 
placed beneath the mat and the straps threaded 
through preformed apertures in the mat to extend 
out of the mat's working surface. 

15 Advantageously, the under surf ace of the mat is 

provided with non-slip means (such as, for example 
strips of rubber) to prevent the mat from moving 
across the surface upon which it rests as a baby . 
twists and wriggles on the mat. 

20 Mats embodying the invention may be incorporated in 

other pieces of equipment such as a baby dressei/changing 
table unit or a portable changing mat/bag. In the former 
case, the mat is generally provided on the rigid top 
of the dresser unit, this top surface serving as the 
• 25 said transverse stabilising means for the mat. 

The head of a baby, which is particularly vulnerable, 
may be supported and protected by the provision in 
the padded central working area of the mat of a 
region of increased thickness, for example, in 
30 the form of extra padding, in the part of the mat 
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on which the baby'.s head rests in use of the mat. 
The mat may be provided with pockets for receiving 
spare baby clothes or nappies; such spare clothes 
may themselves act as additional padding. 

'The mat according to the invention may be designed 
to be folded upwardly along fold lines on both sides 
of the transverse stabilising member to form the 
side walls of a carrier bag when the mat is not 
in use, releasable fastener means being provided 
for interconnecting the longitudinal side edges 
of the mat when the latter is so folded, the 
transverse stabilising member then serving as a 
base for the bag. The bag thus formed may be used 
for carrying baby feeding bottles, talcum powder, 
15 nappies and clothes, in a preferred embodiment 

of the invention the two restraining straps are each 
anchored to the substantially rigid transverse 
member by two press studs or rivets which can act 
as or secure feet on which the mat may rest when it 
20 is folded to form a carrier bag. 

According to another aspect of the invention there 
is provided a baby changing mat having releasable 
restraining means which in use of the mat serve 
to hold the upper part of a baby down upon the 
25 mat. 

The invention will now be more particularly 
described, by way of example, with reference to 
the accompanying diagrammatic drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a first form of 
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baby changing mat embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 but showing 
the first form of mat in use with a baby held firmly 
on the mat by restraining straps with which the mat 
5 is provided; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the Figure 1 mat; 

Figure 4 is a cross-section taken on line IV-IV in 
Figure 1; 

Figure 5 is a cross sectional view similar to Figure 4 
10 but showing two separate components of a second 

form of baby changing mat embodying the invention; 

Figures 6 and 7 are respective cross sectional views showing 
two further variants of the baby changing mat shown in Figure 4; 

Figure 8 is a plan view of a baby changing mat according 
15 to another embodiment of the invention, and 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the mat shown in 
Figure 8, folded up to form a carrier bag. 

The same reference numerals are used throughout the 
drawings to designate the same or corresponding 
20 component parts of the baby changing mats. 

The form of baby changing mat shown in Figures 1 to 
4 comprises a rectangular padded body generally 
indicated 1 which provides a central working zone 
2 that is surrounded on three sides by a low sill 3. 
25 The padded body 1 takes the form of a waterproof 
casing 4 of flexible plastics material filled with 
foam rubber or other suitable padding 5. 
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The padded body 1 has little inherent rigidity and 
can be readily deformed from its generally flat 
condition illustrated in Figure 1. However in 
the illustrated mat, the padded body 1 is g i ve n 
transverse rigidity by means of a rigid transverse 
member 6 that extends substantially the whole way 
across the body l. The transverse member 6 is 
mterposed between the bottom of the padding 5 
and the casing 4 -in a longitudinally central 
region of the mat. 

Typical dimensions for the rigid transverse member -- 

o are as follows: 

Length - 400 mm 
Width - 50-150 mm 
15 Thickness - 3-5 mm 

The thickness will, of course, depend on the stiffness 
of the material used for the member 6, suitable 
materials being metal, wood and plastics. 

Attached to the member 6 are two strong but soft 
20 restraining straps 7, 8 made of cloth (for example, 
towelling,, plastics (for example, polypropylene 
or nylon) or other suitable material. Each strap 
7, 8 is approximately 400 mm long and 40-50 mm 
wide. The straps 7 and 8 extend up through the 
25 padding 5 to emerge through apertures 9 in the 
upper surface of the casing 4. 

The position of the member 6 and of the apertures 9 
is such that the straps 7 and 8 pass through the 
casing 4 at locations which would normally be just 
below the armpits of a baby laid on the mat in the 
orientation illustrated in Figure 2. These locations 
are also such that the straps 7 and 8 will pass up 
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beside a baby laid centrally on the mat either 
inwardly inclined or slightly outwardly inclined, 
according to the size of the baby. 

The straps 7 and 8 are provided with respective 
5 cooperating parts 10 and 11 of a touch and close 
fastener, these parts 10 and 11 being, for example, 
constituted by 150 mm lengths of hook and loop 
VELCRO (Registered Trade Mark) material. A fastener 
of this form permits the straps 7 and 8 to be 
10 releasably fastened together over a range of 

different positions. Press studs or other suitable 
fastenings may be used in place of the touch' and 
close fasteners. 

In addition to the touch and close fastener part 
15 j 11, the strap 8 is also provided, at its free end, 
c > with one part 12 of a press stud fastener. This 
part 12 is arranged to engage in any one of three 
complementary press-stud parts 13 provided on 
.the strap 7 in positions respectively nearer the 
20 root of this strap. Alternatively a retaining 
loop 13A may be provided on the lower strap 7 to 
hold the end of the upper strap 8. 

In use of the baby changing mat of Figures 1 to 4, 
a baby to be changed is laid on the central working 

15 area 2 of the mat and the straps 7 and 8 are 

pulled gently over the baby's chest and fastened 
together by means of the touch and close fastener 
constituted by the cooperating parts 10 and 11. 
The free end of the uppermost strap 8 is also 

0 fastened down by engagement of the press-stud 
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part 12 in the appropriate one of the complementary 
press-stud parts 13 provided on the strap 7, or 
by passing this free end through the retaining 
loop. 

The upper part of the baby's body is thus held 
firmly but gently down against the mat by the straps 
7 and 8, which resist any attempt by the baby to 
sit up while it is being changed. 

Furthermore, any attempt of the baby to roll 
sideways will be thwarted by the stabilising 
effect of the rigid transverse member 6. The 
baby is thus firmly and safely held by the mat 
so that the person changing the baby is free to 
use both hands. 

15 A zone 2A of double thickness padding is preferably 
provided in the region of the baby's head- (that 
is, the top third of the mat) to ensure that the baby 
cannot harm itself by its efforts to release 
itself from the straps, or when the baby is lowering 

20 its head onto the mat. Furthermore, as an added 
stabilising feature, the undersurface of the mat 
can be provided with non-slip means to prevent it 
from moving across the surface upon which it rests 
as the baby moves. Such non-slip means may 

25 comprise, for example, a coating of non-slip material, 
or suction cups affixed to the underside of the mat. 

The form of baby changing mat shown in Figure 5 
is very similar to that of Figures 1 to 4 except 
that the transverse member 6 and the straps 7 
30 and 8 are made separate from the padded body 1. 
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To this end, the apertures 9 are extended to 
open out into the bottom surface of the casing 4 
as well as the upper surface of the latter. 
Furthermore, the rigid member 6 is not enclosed 
5 within the casing 4. 

In use of the form of mat shown in Figure 5, the 
straps 7 and 8 are threaded through the apertures 
9 from below until the padded body 1" is seated 
on the rigid transverse member 6. 

10 Thereafter, the mat is used. in exactly the same 
manner as the mat shown in Figures 1 to 4. 

One reason for providing the member 6 and straps 
7 and 8 in the form of a separate entity to the 
padded body 1 is that it would enable a basic mat 
15^ of the Figure 5 form to be purchased and later 
... improved by the addition of the member 6 and straps 7. 

, Various modifications to the described forms of 
baby changing mat are, of -course, possible. Thus, 
in addition to the transverse rigid member 6, 
20 a longitudinal rigid member could also be provided 



the member 6 could be arranged to extend not only 
over the whole width of the mat but also over 
substantially its full length. Furthermore, the 
25 member 6 need not be of sheet form but could be of 
a frame construction. 

The straps 7 and 8 may simply be constituted by 
opposite ends of a single strap passed through 
both apertures 9. 

30 It is not essential that the straps 7 and 8 be 



to prevent the baby sitting up. Alternatively, 
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directly attached to the rigid transverse member 
6; thus the straps could be attached to the upper 
surface of the casing 4 and in this case this 
upper surface is preferably directly attached to 
the member 6 . One such version of a baby changing 
mat is shown in Figure 6, in which the two straps 
7 and 8 are anchored to the upper surface of the 
casing 4 by respective rivets or other fastenings 
14, 15 which pass' through the padded body 1 and 
are anchored to the transverse stabilising member 

6, which may be beneath the mat, as shown, or within 
the padding 5. 

The fastenings 14, 15 may to advantage incorporate 
releasable press-stud fasteners at the upper surface 
of the casing 4 by means of which the straps 7, 
8 can be releasably attached to the mat. The straps 

7, 8 may then be made of soft washable material 
such as towelling and may easily be detached from 
the mat for periodic washing. 



Where the straps 7 and 8 are not directly attached 
to the substantially rigid stabilising member 6, 
the latter need not lie directly beneath the 
straps 7 and 8. For example, a stabilising member 
or members could be provided at one or both ends 
25 of the mat. in one practical form of such a mat, 
illustrated in Figure 7, the two straps 7, 8 
comprise the opposite ends of a single strip of 
plastics material welded, stitched or otherwise 
attached to the upper surface of the casing 4. 
The two straps 7, 8 could, of course, be attached 



30 
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separately to the upper surface of the casing. 

In theory at least, transverse stabilising means 
other than a rigid transverse member could be 
provided such as, for example , very heavy weights 
5 contained in the longitudinally running sills 3. 
These weights would serve to hold the edges of the 
mat down thereby preventing the baby turning the 
mat over sideways. This latter form of transverse 
stabilising means is not, of course, very practical 
10 and the use of a rigid transverse member is pre- 
ferred. The transverse stabilising means could 
alternatively take the form of suitably placed 
suction cups on the underside of the mat. 

- The restraining means, instead of comprising 
15 straps 7 and 8, may take the form of a more 

-complicated chest and shoulder harness, but experience 
has shown that the simple two strap arrangement 
illustrated in the drawings is wholly adequate. 
Where a harness is employed then preferably it 
20 can be uncoupled from the mat to facilitate placing 
of the harness on a baby. Thus, for example, the 
harness may be provided with clips that are arranged 
to engage cooperating fixtures provided on the mat; 
indeed, harnesses of this type are already known 
25 for securing babies in pushchairs and highchairs. 

The mat itself may be incorporated in other items of 
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equipment such as a changing dresser/table unit or a portable 
Changing mat/bag. In the former case, it 
is known to provide a padded body on the rigid top 
of a dresser unit; with such an arrangement , there 
5 is no need to provide a separate rigid transverse 
member 6 since the rigid top to the unit will 
itself ensure the required transverse stability. 
The baby changing mat may be incorporated into a baby- 
carrying frame , in which case the frame itself may 
10 be such as to provide adequate transverse stability 
during use of the mat. 

Figures 8 and 9 illustrate a further embodiment of 
the invention according to which the baby changing mat, 
when not in use, can be folded up to form a convenient 
carrier bag. The mat has a padded body 1 incorporating, 
in a central position, a substantially rigid transverse stabilising 
nonber 6 of sufficient width to act as a base of a bag 
formed by upward folding of the body on both sides 
of the member 6 (Figure 9). The padded sill 3 is 
omitted, and the body 1 is formed with transverse 
fold lines or creases 16, 17 on opposite sides of 
the stabilising member 6. 

The working upper surface of the mat, which becomes 
the interior surface when the mat is folded up to 
25 form a bag, is afforded by a waterproof plastics 

sheet material; the lower surface of the mat, which 
becomes the outer surface of the bag, may be of a 
substantial hard-wearing fashion material such as 
a textile or synthetic fabric. 

30 Two restraining straps 7, 8 are attached to the 
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upper surface of the mat, each strap 7, 8 being 
secured by a respective pair of rivets 14 , 15 
passing through the body 1 and anchored to the 
transverse stabilising member 6. The rivets 
5 14 r 15 also serve to attach rubber, metal or 

plastics feet 14A, 15A to the bottom of the mat. 
The two rivets of each pair 14 , 15 are spaced 
apart in the longitudinal direction so that the 
feet 14A, 15A lie at the four corners of the 
10 rectangular stabilising member 6 and can support " 
the mat stably when it is folded up to form a 
bag (Figure 9). It will be appreciated that 
other methods of securing the straps 7, 8 to the 
mat or to the stabilising member 6 may be employed , 
15 as, for example, in the embodiments described 
previously. 

Two releasable fasteners 18, 19 , which are shown 
as sliding clasp fasteners but may be press studs, 
are provided for interconnecting, the longitudinal 
2 0 side edges of the mat when the mat is folded up 
to form a bag. The fasteners 18, 19 also extend 
along the top and bottom edges of the mat for 
closing the bag formed by folding up the mat. 

Carrying straps or handles 20, 21 are provided 
25 at the opposite ends of the padded body 1 of the 
. mat, so that the two handles 20, 21 come together 
to facilitate carrying of the mat when it is folded 
up to form a bag. Alternatively, a single carrying 
handle 2 0 may be provided at one end of the mat. 
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A pocket 22 is provided in the upper surface of the 
casing 4, in the lower half of the mat, the pocket 
being open towards the bottom edge of the mat. 
The pocket 22, which is formed by a plastics 
5 sheet welded or stitched along three edges to the 
casing 4, is intended to receive clean baby clothes 
or nappies when the mat is folded up to form a bag, 
keeping them separate from soiled clothes which 
can be carried in the main body of the bag. A 
10 compartment 23 is formed by stitched or welded 

seams in the pocket 22 for the purpose of holding ( 
a baby's feeding bottle in an upright position 
when the mat is folded up to form a bag. 

A pair of tabs 24, 25 provided with rings 26, 
15 27 are affixed to the two corners of the mat 

at oner-erid, for releasably attaching a shoulder 
strap (not shown) for carrying the bag or for 
releasably attaching the bag to the handles of a 
perambulator or push-chair. 

20 Although the transverse stabilising means, in 
whatever form provided, are desirable for the 

reasons explained, they could be omitted from the ' 
previously described baby changing mats, the presence 
of the restraining means itself constituting a 
25 significant improvement over prior art mats. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A baby changing mat characterised in that 
the mat has releasabie restraining means. (7, 8) 
which in use of the mat serve to hold a baby 
down on the mat and transverse stabilising means 
(6) substantially preventing a baby held by the 
restraining means from rolling the mat or itself 
over sideways. 

2. A baby changing mat according to Claim 1, 
characterised in that the restraining means 
comprise two straps (7, 8) arranged to meet around 
the chest of a baby and to be fastened together 

by releasabie fastening means (10, 11). 

3. A baby changing mat according to Claim 1, 
characterised in that the restraining means 
comprise a harness releasably coupled to the mat, 

4. A baby changing mat according to Claim 2 or 
Claim 3, characterised in that the straps or the 
harness are releasably connected to anchorages 
attached to the mat. 

5. A baby changing mat according to Claim 4, in 
which the anchorages for the straps (7, 8) or 
harness are secured to the stabilising means (6). 

6. A baby changing mat according to any one of 
the preceding claims, characterised in that the 
stabilising means are constituted by means to 
render the mat substantially rigid transversely, 
over at least part of its longitudinal extent. 
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7. A baby changing mat according to Claim 6, 
characterised in that the stabilising means 
comprise a substantially rigid transverse member (6) 
extending over substantially the full width of 
the mat and over part or all of the length of 
the mat, the transverse member (6) being incor- 
porated in or located below the mat. 

8. A baby changing mat according to Claim 7, 
characterised in that the restraining means comprise 
two straps (7, 8) anchored directly or indirectly 

to the transverse member (6) or to the working 
surface of the mat (4). ' " 

9. A baby changing mat according to Claim 8, 
characterised in that the restraining straps {7, 8) 
are anchored to the substantially rigid transverse 
member (6) by rivets, stitches or other anchoring 
means passing through the mat to attach the straps 
to the working surface of the mat. 

10. A baby changing mat according to Claim 7 

or Claim 8, characterised in that the restraining 
straps (7, 8) are formed by the ends of a single 
strip or separate strips welded, stitched or 
otherwise attached to the working surface of the 
mat (4). 

11. A baby changing mat according to Claim 8, 
characterised in that the restraining straps 

(7, 8) are attached directly to the said transverse 
member (6) and pass through the working surface 
of the mat. 
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12. A baby changing mat having releasable restraining 
means which in use of the mat serve to hold the 

upper part of a baby down upon the mat. 

13. A baby changing mat according to any one of 
the preceding claims, in which the mat has a padded 
central working area (2), characterised in that 

the padded area (2) has a region of increased 
thickness in the part on' which the baby's head 
rests in use of the mat. 

.14. A baby changing mat according to any one of 
the preceding claims, characterised in that 
the mat is provided on its working surface with 
at least one pocket (22) for receiving spare baby 
clothes or nappies. 

15. A baby changing mat according to any one of 
Claims 7 to 11, characterised in that the mat is. 
designed to be folded upwardly along fold 
lines (16, 17) on both sides of the transverse 
stabilising member (6) to form the side walls 
of a carrier bag when the mat is not in use, 
releasable fastener means (18, 19) being provided 
for interconnecting the longitudinal side edges 
of the mat when the latter is so folded, the 
transverse stabilising member (6) then serving 
as a base for the bag. 

16. A baby changing mat according to Claim 15 

when dependent from Claim 8, Claim 9, Claim 10 

or Claim 11, characterised in that each of the two 

restraining straps (7, 8) is anchored to the 

substantially rigid transverse member (6) by two 

press studs or rivets (14) spaced apart longitudinally 
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of the mat, the four studs or rivets serving as 
or attaching feet (16, 17) on which the mat may 
rest when it is folded to form a carrier bag. 

17. A baby changing mat according to Claim 15 or 
Claim 16, characterised in that a carrying strap 
or handle (20) is provided at one or both ends 

of the mat, facilitating carrying of the latter 
when folded to form a bag. 

18. A baby changing mat according to Claim 15, 
Claim- 16 or Claim 17, including attachments (26, 27) 
at one end of the mat for releasably attaching a 
carrying strap or for releasably suspending the mat 
when the latter is folded up to form a bag. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 14 January 1985 (14.01.85); 
original claims 1-18 replaced by amended claims 1-15 (4 pages)] 

1 . (Airended) A portable baby changing irat conprising a 
flexible padded body (1) intended to be used on 
any flat substantially horizontal surface and 
provided with means for resisting lateral 
movement of a baby lying on the upper , working 
surface of the mat, characterised in that: 

the mat further comprises a substantially rigid 
transverse stabilising member (6) incorporated 
in or located below the mat and extending across 
the full width of the mat but with a limited 
extent along the length of the mat, and in that 
the means for resisting lateral movement of a 
baby comprise a harness or straps (7 , 8) anchored 
directly or indirectly to the transverse 
member (6) or to the working surface of the 
"mat and arranged to be secured around the chest 
of a baby lying on its back on the mat to hold 
the baby on the mat, so that the baby is prevented 
from rolling the mat or itself over sideways by 
the transverse stabilising member (6). 

2. (Original Claim 3 .amended) A baby changing mat according to 
to Claim 1 , characterised in that the harness or straps (7,8) 
are releasably connected to anchorages attached 

to the mat. 

3. (Original Claim 5 , amended) A baby changing mat according 
to Claim 2, in viiich the anchorages for the straps (7, 8) or 
harness are secured to the stabilising member (6). 
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4. (original Claim 9, attended) A baby changing mat 

according to Claim 1 , characterised in that the restraining straps 
(7, 8) are anchored to the transverse member (6) 
by rivets, stitches or other anchoring means 
passing through the mat to attach the straps 
to the working surface of the mat. 

5. (Original Claim 10) A baby changing mat according to Claim 
1 , characterised in that the restraining straps 

(7, 8) are formed by the ends of a single strip 
or separate strips welded, stitched or otherwise 
attached to the working surface of the mat (4). 

6. (Original Claim 11) a baby changing mat according to Claim 
1 , characterised in that the restraining straps 

(7, 8) are attached directly to the said transverse 
member (6) and pass through the working surface 
of the mat. 

7. (Original Claim 13) A baby changing mat according to any 
one of the preceding claims/ in which the mat has 

a padded central working area (2), characterised 
in that the padded area (2) has a region of 
increased thickness in the part on which the 
baby's head rests in use of the mat. 

8. (Original Claim 14) A baby changing mat according to any 
one of the preceding claims, characterised in that 

the mat is provided on its working surface with 
at least one pocket (22) for receiving spare 
baby clothes or nappies. 
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9. (Original Claim 15) A baby changing rrat according to any one 
of Claims 1 to 6, characterised in that the mat 
is designed to be folded upwardly along fold 
lines (16/ 17) on both sides of the transverse 
stabilising, member (6) to form the side walls 
of a carrier bag when the mat is not in use, 
, releasable fastener means (18,19) being provided 
for interconnecting the longitudinal side edges 
of the mat when the latter is so folded, the 
transverse stabilising member (6) then serving 
as a base for the bag. 

10. (Original Claim 16 ^mended) A baby changing mat 
- : according to Claim 9, characterised in that each of the restraining 

straps (7, 8) is anchored to the substantially 
,-■ rigid transverse member (6) by two press studs 
or rivets (14) spaced apart longitudinally of 
the mat, the four studs or rivets serving as 
or attaching feet (16, 17) on which the mat may 
rest when it is folded to form a carrier bag* 

11. (Original Claim 17) A baby changing mat according to Claim 9 
or Claim 10, characterised in that a carrying 

strap or handle (20) is provided at one or both 
ends of the mat, facilitating carrying of the 
latter when folded to forma bag. 

•* 

12. (Original Claim 18) A baby changing mat according to Claim 9, 
Claim 10 or Claim 11, including attachments 

(26, 27) at one end of the mat for releasably 
attaching a carrying strap or for releasably 
suspending the mat when the latter is folded up 
to form a bag. 
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13. (New) A device for stabilizing a portable baby 
changing mat, and for holding a baby on the mat, 
characterised in that 

the device comprises a substantially rigid transverse 
5 stabilising member (6) which is intended to be 
placed below the mat to extend across the full 
width of the mat, and a harness or straps (7, 8) 
anchored to the stabilising member (6) , the straps 
being such that they can be secured around the 
10 chest of a baby lying on its back on the mat to 
hold the baby on the mat, so that the baby is 
prevented from rolling the mat or itself over 
sideways by the transverse stabilising member (6) 
in use of the device. 
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STATEMENT UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The amendment to Claim 1,'and new Claim 13 , define 
the present invention as essentially the novel 
combination of a transverse stabilising bar and 
retaining straps or harness associated with or 
designed to be used with a portable baby changing mat. 

By employing a transverse stabilising bar, as opposed 
to a rigid base for the mat, the mat remains 
essentially portable. and flexible, while retaining 
sufficient transverse rigidity in the area where 
the baby is strapped to prevent the baby rolling 
itself or the mat over sideways. The provision 
of the transverse stabilising member does not, 
therefore, preclude folding of the mat longitudinally, 
as illustrated, for example, in ttve embodiment of 
Figures 8 and 9, where~ the mat folds into a bag. 

The amendment of the claims does not.. necessitate 

any amendment of the drawings , but the description 
will require amendment as follows: 



"Page 2, line 26 , ■ delete "or all" 
Page 12, lines 1-11, delete reference 
to changing dresser/table unit 
Page 14, delete paragraph line 20-25" 



v/ipo 



WO 85/01197 



PCT/GB84/00283 




WOB5/0119? 



PCT/GB84/00283 




WO 85/01197 



PCT/GB84/00283 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

' - m^a^ni PCT / GB 84/00283 

t. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER (if aeveral clarification aymbola apply, Indicate «M) » " 



According to lnt«mition*l Pit.nt Claaeiflcatlon (IPC) or to both National Claudication and IPC 

IPC 4 . A 47 D 5/00; A 47 D 15/00: 



II. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum Documentation Searched * 



Classlfleatlon Syatam 



Claaalflcation Symbola 



IPC 



A 47 D 



Oocumantatlon Searched other than Minimum Documentation 
to the Extant that auch Document* are Included In the Field* Searched • 



HI. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT " 



I Category ' 



Citation ot Document, '« with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant paaaagoe n 



X 
A 
Y 



X 
A 

X 
A 



US, A, 2846700 (DE PUY) 12 August 1 958 
see the whole document 



BE, A, 506137 (HUBINONT FRERES SA.) 
13 February 1953 

see page 2, line 39 - page 3, line 
3; figure 1 

US, A, 3999490 (ROCKER) 28 December 
1976 

see column 4, lines 32-49 ;. figures 
3,8 

US, A, 4216951 (GRIFFIN) 12 August 1980 
see column 2, lines 64-68; figure 1 



US, A, 3659297 (SCHUTZ) 2 May 1972 

see column 2, lines 45-51; figure 2 



Relevant to Claim No. ta 



I ,2,6,7,12, 
13 

II ' 



T, 2, 4-9, 11, 
12 



1,2,4-9,11, 
12 



12 
1,2 

12 

1.2,11 ./, 



* Special categories of dted documents: i« 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

M E* earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

"IT document which may throw doubts on priority dalm(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other spetial reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral dlsdosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the International filing date but 
later than the priority date dalmed 



"T" later document published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
dted to understand the prindple or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance: the dalmed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the dalmed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
In the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the Actual Completion of the International Search " 

7th November 1984 


Oate of Mailing of this International Search Wport * 

1 9 MOV. 1984 f\ 


international Searching Authority i 
EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE 


Signature of Authorized Officer *• I Mil I t 0 t if 

G.L.M. /ifruydenHpfg 



International Application No. PCT/GB 84/00283 - 



III. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO Be RELEVANT (CONTINUED FROM THE SECOND SHEET) 



I Category < 



Citation of Document," with Indication, whore appropriate o( lh« talavant paaaagM » | Rilovant to Claim No »« 



US, A, 3269621 (DISSART) 30 August 1966 
see figures 1,2 

PR, A, 1502033 (BOUILLOT) 18 November 
1967 

see page 1 , right-hand column, lines 
7-15; figure 1 

DE, A, 2227542 (LINDEN) 20 December 1973 
see page 3, line 9 - page 4, line 6; 
figures 1,2 



1,2,12-14 



1,13 



12,15,17 



ANNEX TO. THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT ON 
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. PCT/GB- 84/00283 (SA 



7715) 



This Annex lists the patent family members relating to the 
patent documents cited in the above-mentioned international 
search report. The members are as contained in the European 
Patent Office EDP file on 12/11/84 

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these 
particulars which are merely given for the purpose of 
information. 



Patent document Publication Patent family Publication 

cited in search date member (s) date 

report 



US-A- 


2846700 




None 


BE-A- 


506137 




None 


US-A- 


3999490 


28/12/76 


None 


US-A- 


4216951 


12/08/80 


None 


US-A- 


3659297 


02/05/72 


None 


US-A- 


3269621 




None 


FR-A- 


1502033 




None 


DE-A- 


2227S42 


20/12/73 


None 



For more details about this annex : 

see Official Journal of the European Patent Office , No. 12/82 



